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KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Keystone Heights 
High has earned the first College Board 
Advanced Placement Computer Science 
Female Diversity Award for achieving high 
female representation in AP Computer Sci-
ence Principles.

Schools honored with the AP Comput-
er Science Female Diversity Award have 
expanded girls’ access in AP Computer 
Science courses. Out of more than 18,000 
secondary schools worldwide that offer AP 
courses, Keystone Heights High School is 
one of only 685 to accomplish this.

“We’re honored by this recognition and 
are proud of our female students studying 
computer science for their achievements,” 
said Katie Payne, AP Computer Science 
Teacher. “We’re committed to continuing 
to provide our female students with access 
to AP Computer Science courses to help 
prepare a more diverse workforce in criti-
cal [Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math] jobs.”

Schools receiving the AP Computer 
Science Female Diversity Award have 
either 50 percent or greater female repre-

Keystone Heights High earns national award
School wins computer 
science female diversity honor

Katie Payne, who teaches AP Computer Science at Keystone Heights High, led her class to the 
College Board Advanced Placement Computer Science Female Diversity Award for achieving 
high female representation in AP Computer Science Principles. The school was one of 685 out 
of 18,000 nationally to be recognized. 

sentation in one of the two AP computer 
science courses or a percentage of the 
female computer science examinees 
meeting or exceeding that of the school’s 
female population. Only 490 schools 
earned the AP Computer Science Female 
Diversity Award for AP Computer Science 
Principles.

“By inviting many more young women 
to advanced computer science classrooms, 
Keystone Heights High has taken a signifi-
cant step toward preparing all students for 
the widest range of 21st-century

opportunities,” said Trevor Packer, Col-
lege Board senior vice president of the 
AP Program. “We hope this inspires many 

SEE AWARD, 4

 “We’re committed to 
continuing to provide our 
female students with access to 
AP Computer Science courses 
to help prepare a more diverse 
workforce in critical [Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math] jobs.”

– Katie Payne, AP Computer 
Science Teacher
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Middleburg 8th grader headed to Middleburg — Netherlands
Middleburg eighth-grader Hailey Adams is packed and ready to go for her week-long cruise through Europe. She won the trip through a competitiion offered by AAA.

By Wesley LeBlanc
Staff Writer

MIDDLEBURG – A Middleburg eighth-
grader and her mother won river cruise 

tickets where, among other places in 
Europe, they’ll visit Middleburg.

Last August, Hailey Adams, 13, received 
an email from her dad about a European 
river cruise contest being held by the 

travel arm of insurance company AAA. 
Three essay questions later, Adams now 
finds herself packing clothes for a week-
long cruise through countries like Belgium 
with 55 other contest winners. Ironically 

enough, while touring through some of 
Europe, Adams and her mom, Lori Adams, 
will be visiting Middleburg, Netherlands.

“To go all the way to Europe and still be 

SEE TRIP, 3
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ADVENTURE AWAITS — 
TROOPS ARE FORMING NOW!
joingsgc.com/adventure

Trip
from page 2

in Middleburg, that’s pretty fun and it’ll be 
fun to learn of the history of that place,” her 
mother, Lori Adams, said.

Lori has been to Europe once before. 
For Hailey, everything on this trip will be 
new to her and she hopes it’s the start of 
a future of traveling. When Hailey was 3 
years old, her sister was diagnosed with 
a type of pediatric cancer with a softball-
sized tumor on one of her kidneys. Hailey’s 
sister was selected to be a Hyundai’s Hope 
on Wheels National Youth Ambassador, 
and because of that, Hailey was able to 
travel with her sister while raising aware-
ness for pediatric cancer.

Along the way, they stopped at a num-
ber of national monuments and locales 
such as the Grand Canyon. It was a visit 
to the Grand Canyon that showed Hailey 
how much there’s to see by traveling. 

“One of my favorite places I’ve been to 
in the United States was when I got to see 

the Grand Canyon,” Hailey said. “It was my 
first time there, and I just remember being 
on that hike and seeing the view thinking, 
‘this is so amazing. I never thought I’d see 
this so young,’. To be able to do that while 
in seventh grade was amazing and it was 
an amazing opportunity that sparked a 
true love of travel in me.” 

As Hailey makes her way through 
school, she hopes to one day become a 
pediatric oncologist so that she can help 
find the cure for the cancer that her sister 
fought and beat years ago. She also hopes 
to serve as a missionary where she can 
unite her love of travel with her hopeful 
career in pediatric oncology. 

“I’d love to be able to maybe one day 
be a missionary and take my medical 
field to places like Madagascar in Africa 
and all over the world,” Hailey said. “Just 
something like that where I can help other 
people not just in the United States.” 

While Hailey still has some years ahead 
of her before tackling the study of cancer, 
she only has a few days until her flight to 
Europe. Hailey and her mom land in Am-

sterdam on March 28, where they’ll spend 
a day on the ship meeting 
all of the other kids from 
not just Florida, but from 
10 other states, before 
embarking on a seven-
day cruise. 

AAA Travel is cover-
ing the cost of flights, the 
cruise and most incidentals, 
including the cost of passports 
for those flying out of the country 
for the first time.

“We’re really just so thankful for 
AAA,” Lori said. “This is an opportunity 
of a lifetime.”

Once the cruise departs, Hailey 
and her mom will enjoy legitimate 
Belgium waffles, tour and learn about 
the Anne Frank house, learn the 
history of Middleburg and stop to 
smell the roses. In this case, though, it 
won’t be roses but rather, tulips, one 
of Hailey’s favorite flowers.

“We learned that the tulips only 
bloom for about eight weeks 

and that they’re the best early in those 
eight weeks and it turns out that we’ll be 
seeing them at the perfect time,” Hailey 
said. “I can’t wait. I love tulips.” 

Besides tulips, Hailey is excited to try 
some of the world’s best chocolate, her 
favorite sweet, in Belgium. The thing she 
and her mom are excited about most 
though, is the opportunity to meet people 
from a different culture. 

“[AAA Travel] is really helping prepare 
us for everything which is super amazing,” 

Lori said. “The kids are able to watch 
webinars that teach them about the 
different cultures because you know, 
in Europe, they do things differently 
than here and we’re both so excited to 

witness that first-hand.” 
Hailey will have the opportunity to 

meet students from Belgium and the 
Netherlands that are the same age as her, 

which is something she’s really looking 
forward to. 

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity and I’m so excited for all of it,” Hailey 
said. “Just a few more days ...”
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Higher Standard Learning Center

License Number
C04CL0147

Lake Asbury Learning Center
2781 Henley Road

Phone: 904-214-9850
Fax: 904-214-9851

asburylearningcenter.com
asburylearningcenter@gmail.com

•  Quality care for Infants 6 
weeks to children 12 years

• Free VPK for four year olds
• Before and After School Care
•  Transportation to and from 

Local Elementary Schools
•  Quality meals prepared 

on site meeting USDA 
nutritional standards

Hours of Operation
6:00am to 6:00 pm

Monday-Friday Award
from page 1
other high schools to engage more female 
students in AP Computer Science and 
prepare them to drive innovation.”

The AP Computer Science Principles 
course launch in 2016 was the largest in 
Program history. AP Computer Science 
Principles has promoted the growth of 

AP computer science in high schools. AP 
computer science course participation 
increased 135percent since 2016, broad-
ening STEM career opportunities for more 
students.

The number of women, rural, and 
underrepresented minority students tak-
ing AP computer science exams has more 
than doubled in that period.

Providing female students with access 
to computer science courses contributes 

to gender parity in the industry’s high-pay-
ing jobs and drives innovation, creativity, 
and competition. According to UNESCO’s 
Institute of Statistics data, less than 30 per-
cent of the world’s researchers are women; 
in North America and Western Europe, it’s 
just 32 percent. Research shows women 
are more likely to pursue computer sci-
ence if they’re given the opportunity to 
explore it in high school.
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Lake Ashbury Junior High’s Hixson wins 
Scholastic Art National Silver Key Award

 
Lake Ashbury Junior High eighth-grader Katherine Hixson shows off 

her sculpture of a bear made from wire, paper and pine needles. She 
was awarded the Scholastic National Key Award.
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ATTENTION 
CLAY COUNTY PARENTS

Subscribe to the Clay Today for one year at $34 and we will 
give $10 back to your child’s school! Simply send a check or 
call the Clay Today office for the “School Special” for $34. 
Tell us which school you would like the donation to go to 
and we will handle the rest. You will receive this and other 
publications with your subscription and your child's class 
will receive funds for classroom needs. It's a win-win.

Michael Vanover, DDS

Come see us to experience 
5-Star, Award-Winning 

Dental Care.

From Cleanings to 
Implants & Everything 

in between!

We can help you,
Just give us a call!

Award-Winning 
Dentistry

Voted one of 
N.E. Florida’s 

BEST DENTIST
–Jacksonville Magazine

 2010 - 2018

5-Star Customer Rating 
Google+, Angie’s List, Insider Pages, 
CitySearch, YP.com, Facebook & Yelp

VanoverDentistry.com
784 Blanding Blvd., Suite 110 Orange Park 

904-272-2438

 Lakeside Junior High students got a behind the scenes look at the STEM professionals 
for the Jacksonville Jaguars recently. Mike Stoeber, the director of football services for the 
Jaguars, addressed classes for Christine Ackerman and Neil McKenzie and told students 
of the different technology career options that are available. Students also toured TiAA 
Bank Field and they got a feel for the real-world applications waiting for STEM profes-
sionals.

Lakeside Junior High STEM students get behind-the-scene looking into Jacksonville Jaguars
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•  Before & After School Program
•  School’s Out Camp
•  Swimming & Youth Sports
•  Exclusive Rates for Military FCYMCA.org

DYE CLAY FAMILY YMCA
3322 Moody Ave.

904.272.4304

BARCO-NEWTON
FAMILY YMCA

2075 Town Center Blvd.
904.278.9622

D

Lic #: C04CL0092

Grace 8th grader earns trip to 
state history competition

ORANGE PARK – Grace Episcopal Day 
School eighth grader Connor McInnis 
penned his way to a spot in the state’s his-
tory competition in Tallahassee.

Connor McInnis won first place in 
websites on his project “Triumph and Trag-
edy of the Battle of Thermoplyae” at Clay 
County History Day on March 1.

Other Grace students earned honors. 
Seventh-grade Nathalie Pruett, who fin-
ished second in exhibits on her project “D-
Day: the Turning Point of WWII.” Pruett also 
won the Creative Expression Award by the 
Art Guild of Orange Park. And, Seventh-
grade Jose Walker finished third in exhibits 
with her project “Emmeline Pankhurst: A 
Militant’s Fight for Suffrage,” which also 
won the Women’s History Award.

The state competition in in May.
Grace Episcopal Day School students (from left) Connor McInnis, Nathalie Pruett and Jose 
Walker all won awards at the Clay County History Day, with McInnis earning a trip in May to the 
state’s history competition.

St. Johns’ Wilkes accepts 
appointment to USMA

ORANGE PARK – Madeleine Wilkes, a 
senior at St. Johns Country Day School, has 
accepted an appointment to the United 
States Military Academy at West Point. 
Wilkes also has signed to play softball

for West Point.
“I couldn’t be more proud of Maddie,” 

said acting Head of School Mary Virginia 
Fisher. “It has been such a thrill to watch 
her over the years as she has excelled in 
the classroom, in soccer, and, of course, on 
the

softball field. We are all so happy that 
she has this opportunity to take her skills 

and perseverance to West Point.”
While at St. Johns, Maddie has served 

as goalie for the school’s nationally ranked 
soccer team, which just won its eighth 
consecutive state championship, and has 
been key player on the softball team.

SJCDS has been helping families rear 
children who are inquisitive, creative, 
inspired, and inspiring since 1953. 

And with 100 percent of St. Johns 
graduates accepted into at least one col-
lege or university, St. Johns graduates have 
many options before them. 

Oakleaf Jr. High concert band 
rated “superior”

OAKLEAF – Members of the concert 
band at Oakleaf Jr. High extended the 
school’s streak of “Straight Superior” ratings 
to 10 years.

A panel of judges graded the band at 
the FSA Level 5.

The State Band Association will present 
band program and assistant director Tyler 
Dunn with a plaque commemorating his 
continued years of superior work.
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Personalized Attention.
Proven Results. 

SAVE
$100*
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BEFORE 05/31/2019*

Fleming Island’s Patterson Elementary collected the most items of any school in Clay 
County for Goodwill Industries of North Florida, and in the process the Fleming Island 
school earned $1,000 and a new computer station. Students, family, staff and friends 
filled the collection truck.

Patterson Elementary earns $1,000, new 
computer station by filling Goodwill truck

Filling   

the Truck
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THE STORYTELLER OF CHAMPIONSTM

USA’s Graduation and Class Ring Company
Proudly serving - Clay, Fleming Island, 

Oakleaf & Ridgeview High Schools
Serviced by former Clay County Administrator

Al DeJesus 
Former Principal of Orange Park Junior High

904.272-7419
WWW.RhodesGraduation.com

School gets additional resources 
Charles E. Bennett Elementary to get much-needed help from state to pull up grades
By Wesley LeBlanc
Staff Writer

FLEMING ISLAND – After receiving a D-
grade from the state last year, things are 
starting to look better for Charles E. Ben-
nett Elementary.

The school in Green Cove Springs 
received the low-
est grade by the 
Florida Department 
of Education in the 
school and district 
grades a year ago. As 
a result, it became a 
DA school – Differen-
tiated Accountabil-
ity State System of 
School Implementa-
tion, Superintendent 
Addison Davis said at 

the March 26 school board workshop.
Overall, Clay County received an A by 

the state. Charles E. Bennett now will get 
extra resources to pull its grade up.

“So under that umbrella, they were 
identified by the State of Florida Depart-
ment of Education, Differentiated Ac-
countability, which means that they bring 
additional resources and services from 
the state to try to help the triage to figure 
out what we can do to build the capacity 
of teachers, what we can do to close the 
learning gap for our students and then 
work collectively with us to build the ca-
pacity of our leaders as well,” Davis said.

While from the outside looking in, it 
might seem that the state has taken over 
the school, Differentiated Accountability 
really boils down to a single person from 
the state whose job it is to ensure that 
the school district’s plan of action for the 

school has some real teeth, according to 
Davis. “From the state’s perspective, they 
have one person that comes and walks 
classrooms with us, calibrates our lenses, 
talks strategy and help us identify curricu-
lums, implementations and what kind of 
professional development needs to occur,” 
Davis said. “I can tell you, the [school dis-
trict] is driving all of the work. We have all 
hands on deck at Charles E. Bennett, and 
we’re doing a better job at tiering services 
based on teacher experience, teacher 
knowledge, student efficiency, scaffolding 
instruction and making certain that we’re 
gaining access to our learners through the 
social and emotional side.”

Davis said that the school’s future is 
already looking brighter, with significant 
improvements across the board.

“We’ve seen significant growths 
academically and multiple accountability 

areas,” Davis said. “We also see a decrease 
in the amount of referrals and we see 
that the culture has become healthier as 
it relates to providing services to kids to 
help them meet and exceed grade-level 
expectations.”

In other business, the Clay County 
School Board will have a consent agenda 
item before them during the April 4 regu-
lar school board meeting that if passed, 
will allocate funds to employ a police lieu-
tenant for the Clay County School Board 
Police Department. It will also allow the 
allocation of funds for a training lieutenant 
as well police officers and police sergeants 
starting this June.

“After [allocation approval] if the 
[school board] approves, we can start 
building a command staff and continue 
our training and develop the police force,” 
Davis said.Addison Davis
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Lake Asbury’s Rogers headed to 
Florida Supreme Court seminar
 LAKE ASBURY – Michael Q. Rogers, social 
science educator at Lake Asbury Junior 
High was one of 25 teachers selected 
from throughout Florida to participate 
this month in the Florida Supreme Court 
Teacher Institute held annually at the 
Florida Supreme Court.

The institute, successfully implemented 
for over two decades, provides a unique 
opportunity for Florida middle and high 
school teachers to experience the state 
courts and the administration of justice 
using a case study approach.

Teachers began in the institute on 
opening night by participating in a simu-
lated Supreme Court oral argument activ-
ity serving as attorneys and Justices. They 
also experienced the appellate process 
using a variety of constitutional issues and 
strategies.

Teachers learned throughout the week 
about the structure, function, and jurisdic-
tion of the state courts; the role of judges 
in our constitutional structure; judicial de-
cision making and the appellate process; 
and many other topics related to the judi-
cial branch. Teachers explored the trial and 
appellate courts throughout the program 
spending time with judges, attorneys, and 
mentor teachers.

Faculty for the institute included all 
several Florida Supreme Court Justices 

SCHOOL BRIEFS

throughout the week.
In addition to participating in presenta-

tions with the Justices, teachers learn to 
incorporate a variety of critical thinking 
and constitutional application strategies in 
the classroom.

Teachers explored the Florida Consti-
tution through a scavenger hunt activity 
and quiz show, learned about the differ-
ences between state and federal courts, 
and examined the selection processes for 
trial and appellate court judges. Teachers 
also observed a mock motion to suppress 
hearing in the circuit courts as well as a 
real oral argument in the Florida Supreme 
Court. They explored the jurisdiction of the 
various levels of the courts and the role 
of the courts in interpreting and applying 
the law.

Throughout the institute, teachers 
were divided into groups and assigned 
roles as part of a culminating appellate 
exercise. Rogers accepted an invitation 
during the program’s reception dinner to 
deliver remarks showcasing Lake Asbury 
Junior High and Clay County schools.

 Upon graduation from the institute, 
teachers received certificates signed by 
the Justices and have been designated as 
Florida Supreme Court Teaching Institute 
Fellows. The Institute is a hands-on model 
professional development program imple-
mented since 1997.

Michael Q. Rogers

For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – Students at St. Johns 
Country Day School raised awareness 
and funds for local charities in two 
pageant-style events this month.

First, the Mr. St. Johns competition 
recruited high school boys to a good-na-
tured competition in dance, fashion and 
general entertainment. Hilarity was the 
word of the evening as nearly a dozen 
young men displayed their formal wear, 
donned costumes and danced in front of 
a packed auditorium to raise money for 
the American Cancer Society.

Attendees voted with their dollars 
by stuffing boxes with cash to vote for 
their favorite contestants for the People’s 
Choice Award, and judges determined 
a slate of other titles. The evening was 
a rousing success and raised more than 
$3,100 for the American Cancer Society.

Winners included: People’s Choice 
Award: Joseph Shimko, junior; Mr. Con-
geniality: Luke Robinson, sophomore; 
Fifth Runner-Up: Tyler Rodriguez, senior; 

Fourth Runner-Up: Alex Dimmick, sopho-
more; Third Runner-Up: James Wilson, 
sophomore; Second Runner-Up: Joseph 
Shimko, junior; and, Mr. St. Johns 2019: 
Max Monroe, sophomore;

Congratulations and hearty thanks 
also to the contest co-chairs, Abbey 
Lantinberg, and Amelia Dyer, both of San 
Jose.

The Miss St. Johns pageant followed 
with eight contestants demonstrating 
their skills in dance, talent competition, 
casual wear, formal wear and Q&A. The 
pageant was a huge success and raised 
more than $3,800 for Best Buddies of 
Jacksonville. Hearty congratulations 
to all the contestants and particularly 
to: Crowd Favorite: Delaney Payton, 
junior; Miss Fashionista: Bianca Horen, 
sophomore; Miss Congeniality: Elizabeth 
Stoeber, junior; Third Runner-Up: Bianca 
Horen, sophomore; Second Runner-Up: 
Delaney Payton, junior; First Runner-Up: 
Nasua Williams, junior, and Miss St. Johns 
2019: Elizabeth Stoeber, junior.

SJCDS student pageants raise 
money for local charities

PHOTO BY SHEILA HODGES

2019 Mr. and Miss St. Johns, juniors Max Monroe and Elizabeth Stoeber.
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CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RIKKI NIX

Fleming Island High 120 pound wrestler Briar Jackson gets set to celebrate after defeating 
Osceola High’s Jaekus Hines in the Class 3A championship match on Saturday in Kissimmee. 
Jackson is first two-time champion for Fleming Island after winning 113 pound title last year. 

PHOTO BY RACHEL VIGNESS

Ridgeview High’s Matt Rodriguez hugs dad 
and coach Bart Rodriguez after beating Lake 
Gibson Jesse Gehr in Class 1A 106 semifinals. 
Rodriguez lost in finals 2-1. 

Jackson, Rodriguez lone finalists
By Randy Lefko

KISSIMMEE - Fleming Island High senior 
Briar Jackson has been pointing toward 
the state championship since winning 
his first title just about a year ago and the 
premonition blossomed on Saturday with 
a dominating performance a weight class 
up as the surly battler won his second 
Class 3A title; this time at 120, with a 10-2 
decision over a guy that already beaten 
Jackson once.

“We knew we had tough matches in 
the quarters and had to get out of it,” said 
Jackson, who defeated Columbus High of 
Miami’s Charles Huffman, the 120 run-
nerup last year, in overtime 5-4. “We both 
had to beat two good kids to get there.”

Jackson, (57-7) scored two pins and an 
overtime win over South Dade’s Adrian 
Neco to get to Osceola’s Jaekus Hines (36-
6) in the final. Hines, who beat Jackson 6-2 
at the Danny Byron Invitational in Decem-
ber, was runnerup at 106 last year to South 
Dade’s Luis Peraza. Hines defeated South-
west Miami’s Sebastian Melguizo (57-5)  in 
his round one match by pin.

“P.J. wanted me to keep him on his feet 
because we wanted to wear him out,” said 
Jackson. “At 10-1, I cut him and started 
thinking it was going to happen.”

Jackson, seeded second this year as 
well as last year when he won the 113 title, 
was okay with the apparent snub of those 
who do the seeding.

“It gives me that little chip on my 
shoulder,” said Jackson. “I use it to motivate. 
I have a great coach who knows what it 
takes to get repeat titles and we were all 
in from the start. I had the loss to Hines 
and one to the Southwest Miami guy 
(Melguizo) and I knew I had to focus in 
training on staying positive and not letting 
the losses bother me. I was very confident 
coming in.”

With the exodus of two Fleming 
Island champions; Paul Detwiler and Ryan 
Smenda and a handful of seniors last year, 
Jackson took over the role as top dog in 
the Fleming Island room and thought his 
young brethren stepped up throughout 
the season.

“I tried to be a leader to the young guys 
because we had a lot of first time varsity 
guys and them coming into 3A is very 

tough,” said Jackson. “They may have got 
lost in the big lights at the state meet, but 
that happens. They will respond next year 
and be ready for it.

Jackson was part of just two finalists for 
Clay County wrestlers as the rugged event 
took its toll early with Ridgeview sopho-
more Matthew Rodriguez the second final-
ist. Rodriguez (54-1) ending his unbeaten 
season record with a 2-1 loss in the Class 
2A 106 pound final to Tampa Jesuit fresh-
man Kai Owen (55-4). “Matt was on top of 
him and was very close to turning him but 
kid yelled and the ref stopped it and reset 
them at referees position,” said Ridgeview 
coach Bart Rodriguez. “That was a lost op-
portunity. At the  last seconds, Matt tood 
up and did a roll, ended up partially on 
top, grabbed kids knee which was a very 
questionable no call for a reversal, but also 
maybe a split second too late and kid won 
2-1.”

Rodriguez commented that Owens 
was negating son Matt’s wrestling abilities 
on the mat by holding on to Matthew 

throughout the match.
“Matt was the aggressor & threw him 

in a head & arm early but went out of 
bounds,” said Bart Rodriguez. “Sometimes 
in matches you do what you have to do 
to win and that’s what happened. Don’t 
get me wrong, the other kid is a very good 
wrestler and that’s why they were both in 
the finals.”

Rodriguez, third last year at 106,  
pinned twice and won a 10-4 decision 
in the semifinal to get to the final. Rodri-
guez beat two stellar early round foes in 
Brandon’s Tyson Lane (61-6) with a pin and 
defending 2A champion Lake Gibson’s 
Jesse Gehr (34-9) in a 10-4 semifinal win.

Despite the solo title by Jackson, Flem-
ing Island High coach P.J. Cobbert still got 
enough points from his Golden Eagles to 
finish second for a third straight year to 
team champion South Dade 197.5-96 with 
Southwest Miami third at 89, Columbus 
fourth at 86. Winter Springs, Hagerty and 
Osceola all scored in the 80s; 84, 83, 83 to 
keep the top six all within striking distance 

of Fleming Island’s runnerup spot. 
Fleming Island got strong third place 

finishes from Luke Chop at 152 and Chad 
Nix, region 1-3A champion at 195; fifth 
place from Gavin Smith at 170 and sixth 
place from Gannon Janssen at 145, all 
returning next year for Cobbert. Janssen 
was injured in his semifinal against Winter 
Springs Joshua Contreras, but still ad-
vanced to the fifth/sixth match. 

Chop faced off and lost to unbeaten 
Johnny Lovett (58-0) in that semifinal. Nix 
lost to unbeaten Anthony Burburija of 
Countryside (55-0). Both Lovett and Bur-
burija won their respective titles. 

Smith, a sophomore, lost in the 170 
semifinal to eventual runnerup Jake Finken 
(42-5) of Newsome High who lost to South 
Dade defending champion Todd Perry in 
the final.

Fleming Island traveled to Kissimmee 
with 12 athletes and got points from Riley 
Holton at 113 (1-2); Ryan Hobson at 126 
(0-2); Dalton Baysinger at 132 (1-2); Tyler 
Williams at 138 (1-2); Tanner Hill at 160 (1-
2); Anthony Breeden at 182 (1-2) and Jef-
frey Lascano at 220 (1-2). All return except 
Breeden and Jackson. 

“Class 3A is the toughest class in Florida 
and to get our 12 guys here was strong,” 
said Jackson. “The state meet is where any-
thing can happen and it is very intense. I’m 
super proud of the young guys and they 
will all come back stronger next year.”
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Managing your family’s health is easier  
with Baptist Clay Medical Campus.

Primary Care 
family medicine 

doctors and 
pediatricians

Cardiology 
to diagnose, treat  
and manage heart 

conditions;  
on-site testing 

Imaging and Testing 
CT, MRI, X-ray, 
ultrasound, lab

for children  
and adults

Ear, Nose 
& Throat 

specialists for 
allergies, sinus, 

hearing and more

Orthopedics 
and sports  

medicine provided 
by JOI, where the 

pros go

Emergency 
care for adults  

and kids; backed by 
Wolfson Children’s 

Hospital

US 17 and Village Square Parkway 
1771 Baptist Clay Drive 
Fleming Island, Florida 32003 Medical Campus

T CLAY

© Baptist Health 2018

Same-day and next-day appointments available.

      904.202.CARE (2273)
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